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effective, be something of grave import and serious urgency;
something,   too,  that  cuts  across  Party  divisions.  For this
purpose there is nothing so useful as the scare of war.   It is
easiest to work up as it appeals to the primitive instinct of
self-preservation, and so unites the nation against the foreign
foe.    On the other hand, it is a difficult strategy to oppose.
It turns the tables on the pacifists who can be stigmatized as
fanatical idealists who won't even defend themselves.   The
policy of the e National' Government on armaments is the
policy of the Conservative Party, which has not changed in
fifty years.   All the experience of the War, all the lessons of
the post-War period have neither been realized nor appreciated.
It is still the power-politics, the * balancc-of-power * policy of
Victorian days.    Baldwin,  wholly  traditional in his major
assumptions, is in this a true Conservative. One cannot imagine
Disraeli,   the   Diehard,   the   Patron-Saint   of the   Primrose
League, Joseph Chamberlain, the Imperialist, or Salisbury,
the Splendid-Isolationist, supporting the League of Nations
or Collective Security*  Although Baldwin has been compelled
from time to time to give lip-service to them he never believed
in the League or Collective Security.   Only when his intuitive
insight, characteristics, as it is uncanny, showed the danger of
opposition has he made a show of acceptance.    He has con-
demned Collective Security, supported it, disparaged it, or
approved it, been for or against, as it suited the exigencies of
the moment.   Thus, speaking at Glasgow on 23 November.
1934, when the General Election was a long way off, Baldwin
said :
* It is curious that there is growing among the Labour
Party support for what is called a collective peace system.
Well, now, a collective peace system in my view is perfectly
impracticable.    It is hardly worth considering/
. He swung round again later and writing in the Daily Telegraph
immediately before the election, he said :
* Peace is to be sought through a continuance of the firm
support which has been given to the League of Nations
and the principle of Collective Security/
So a war-scare was worked up. The Government proceeded
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